
 

     

June 21st is a day that Humanists around the world mark to celebrate human 

freedom, human responsibility and human creativity.  

It is therefore a great day to teach children and young people about Humanism and 

give them the opportunity to ask questions about how Humanists approach life’s big 

questions.  

For a world perspective on this day see information from Humanists International  

World Humanist Day - Humanists International 

The initial ideas below have been compiled by North East Humanists (NEH) 

https://www.northeast-humanists.org.uk/education.html 

Whole school 

Arrange an assembly  

See PPT and notes for primary and secondary schools from Humanists UK  

https://understandinghumanism.org.uk/assemblies/ 

Display summary of Humanism using NEH posters 

 https://www.northeast-humanists.org.uk/education.html 

Set up a Kindness / Small acts tree with examples of actions we can take  

Eg  See    https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrx7h4j#zjynb7h 

Inclusion across the curriculum 

Celebrate being human through music, art, poetry, stories, science. 

Humanism would normally be a part of the RE curriculum and RE could certainly take 

a lead looking at the main Humanist beliefs and values. But a good approach could be 

to plan across several subject areas such as:    

 RE    Main Humanist beliefs and values  

   Short videos from Understanding Humanism and BBC Bitesize 

Eg   See   ‘One Life, Live It Well’    Animation with Alice Roberts 

https://understandinghumanism.org.uk/res_films/one-life-live-it-well/ 
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Science   Explore the science of the summer solstice - equal day and night 

lengths 

Importance of asking questions and using evidence  

          Questions science can and can’t answer  

See film  ‘Beginnings- Where do we come from? ‘  

Animation with Alice Roberts 

          https://understandinghumanism.org.uk/res_films/where-do-we-come-from/ 

 

Music    Music from across the world   June 21st is also World Music Day 

https://worldmusicday.co.uk/world-music-day-primary-school-ideas/ 

Examples of music associated with rights and freedom   

See ‘Music of a Humanist Harmony’ by members of NEH for 

examples. 

https://www.northeast-humanists.org.uk/small-gatherings.html 

 Compose your own song  

 

Art    Non-religious art that expresses a range of human experiences and  

emotions, some with humanist connections. 

  See ‘Art of a Humanist Hue’ by members of NEH for examples 

  https://www.northeast-humanists.org.uk/small-gatherings.html 

Make your own picture to celebrate the day 

 

English / Literacy  Selection of poems and stories.  

  Write your own poem or story  

 

PSHE     Children’s rights, UN Charter on the Rights of the Child,   

     Rights across the world, work of Humanists International 

     Empathy, making a difference, making a better world.  

 Welcoming refugees and asylum seekers. 

   See   https://refugeeweek.org.uk/ 
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