
  

Music of a Humanist Harmony      

From cave to classical, religious to secular, romantic to modern, music has 

always reflected the historical and cultural and context in which it was created. 

But is there any music that reflects Humanist ideas and values? It was the 

question addressed at our seminar on the 26th September 2024 at the Literary 

and Philosophical Society in Newcastle – an appropriate place, as all kinds of 

music are regularly performed there.  

Eight of our meeting participants had selected music for a Humanist songbook 

or had selected music which had great personal meaning to them. Each piece 

was played to the meeting (via Spotify and a boombox), and each person made 

the case for the Humanist virtues of their choice or explained the personal 

meaningfulness of their selected song.  

 

Ian Hunter selected Swing de Paris  

This is a jazz number from Django Reinhardt  

pointing to the freedom and creativity of jazz.   

 

Its rebellious origins are also profoundly Humanist.  

 

 

 

 

Liz Armstrong proposed Beethoven’s  

Ode to Joy 

She told us about Beethoven’s challenging life, 

especially his increasing deafness.   

She also said that the first time it was 

performed was to a rowdy and appreciative 

crowd, back in 1824.  

 

   

 

            



Angela Kennedy had selected the David Bowie 

track Starman  

This song is of great personal meaning to her.  

 

Angela talked about her mum,  

and bringing into this world her son,  

who is Angela’s Starman.  

 

 

          Jan Mole’s selection was Louis Armstrong’s Wonderful World 

          Jan talked about working in an  

 administrative job at factory in 1969.  

 

 Wonderful World was the most popular 

song on the company’s  

factory radio.  

 

 

Izzy Thomas chose Loping Along Thru The Cosmos 

by Judie Sill  

She told us about Sill’s life and troubles,  

arguing that those who had such troubles  

sometimes had insights into beauty and  

music which the rest of us often don’t have.  

 

Lizzie sings at a local cathedral and researches  

religious dissenters and historical music  

cultures for her PhD.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



John Sargent presented Beethoven’s Pastoral Symphony 

 

John chose this because we 

are in a time of climate 

emergency. 

The symphony is a beautiful 

depiction of the natural 

world.   

 

 

Les Milne played us the South African national anthem Nkosi Sikeleli Afrika  

This has obvious Humanist connotations 

of freedom and anti-racism.  

 

Les talked about his nearly getting 

arrested at an anti-apartheid protest.  

 

 

 

 

Moira Turner chose Pokarekare Ana  

       This beautiful Māori song  

from New Zealand was    

recommended by Moira Turner, 

who unfortunately could not be 

with us at the meeting.  

 

She heard it performed by a 

Humanist Choir. 

 

 

 

 



Philip Nathan accompanied himself on guitar and sang One Life 

 

This is a song Philip had composed specially for 

this meeting.   

You can listen to it here 

https://youtu.be/0AyhIjoZTT4?si=uTJBr3vVnSxTQoVn                                                                                    

 

 

 

The music was varied and lovely to listen to with a backdrop of torrential rain 

outside!   

The talks about the songs were excellent, informative, insightful and moving.  

Cleary there is plenty of music of a Humanist Harmony.    

 

Can you think of ones that you especially like?    

 

https://youtu.be/0AyhIjoZTT4?si=uTJBr3vVnSxTQoVn

